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Practice
The Demographics of Political Opinions

(30 points)

1. Read the following statements, and identify the demographic factors that likely are important to each speaker in forming an opinion. Place a checkmark (() in the appropriate column or columns along with a brief explanation.

	
	Family
	Religion
	Gender
	Marital Status
	Race/Ethnicity
	Region

	"I don't want all these illegal immigrants crossing my land." 

—A Texas rancher
	
	
	
	
	
	( Texas is a border state.

	"I want bilingual education for my children."

—A Latina mother in Los Angeles
	
	
	
	
	
	

	"I want tax breaks for church schools."

—A Catholic father in Creve Coeur, MO
	
	
	
	
	
	

	"I want the right to adopt children."

—A gay man in New York City
	
	
	
	
	
	

	"I want the city to hire more minorities."

—An African American woman in Augusta, GA
	
	
	
	
	
	

	"I want the federal government to help family farms."

—A wheat grower in Salina, KS
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