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Practice
Should Justices Have Term Limits?

Answer these questions about Supreme Court justices. 

(5 points)

1. Why are Supreme Court justices appointed for life?

Answer: The Framers wanted the Supreme Court judges to be exempt from election and serve for life so they would not be swayed by public opinion.
(5 points)

2. What might be some benefits of requiring justices to serve a defined and limited term?

Answer: The benefits would be that since justices would be replaced more often then the constitutionality of existing laws would be challenged more often too because there would be a good chance the new judges would vote differently than the old ones.
(5 points)

3. What might be some benefits of requiring justices to retire at a certain age?

Answer: Old people slowly go more and more insane over time. Forcing justices to retire after a certain point in their lives will lessen the likelihood of looney tunes making judgements on important national issues.
(5 points)

4. Referring to the average length of time modern justices sit on the Supreme Court, one law professor stated that, "Serving 25 years or more is too long in a democracy." What do you think he meant by that?

Answer: He is most likely pointing out that the length of a justice’s term is equal to that of a dictator’s, and since dictatorships are undemocratic, then the lifetime term of judges must be undemocratic also. 
(10 points)

5. Do you support the current life appointment system or do you think justices should be forced to retire? Explain your answer.

Answer: I don’t think justices should serve for life, but I also don’t believe they should have a set term either.  I believe that the length of the justices term should be determined by their ability to complete regular tests that evaluate their overall competence, and if they fail the tests they should get fired. The tests should not only test the judges intellectual abilities, but also their ability to navigate arbitrarily difficult obstacle courses, survive on remote desert islands, and also how many hot dogs a justice can eat at one time. This way, the tests can be televised and actually garner money so taxpayers don’t have to pay as much to the judiciary branch. 
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