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Practice
Presidential Power, Presidential Roles

(7 points)

1. List the seven roles that the president plays.

Answer:

1)
Chief Executive
2)
Commander in Chief
3)
Chief Diplomat
4)
Legislative Leader
5)
various judicial roles
6)
Head of State
7)
Political Party Leader
(7 points)

2. Which role do you think gives the president the most power? Why?

Answer: The president’s role as chief executive yields the most power because the chief executive controls the executive branch, and the executive branch has all the power because it is able to carry out the directives issued by congress and the president and it also employs the most people of any of the branches. 
(7 points)

3. Do you think the president of the United States has too much power, just the right amount of power, or too little power? Be sure to apply your knowledge of other aspects of American government and of American history, and to explain your reasoning.

Answer: The president has the right amount of power- if it appears the president has too much or too little power it is because the other branches are too lax or too strict in their restraint of executive power.
(9 points)

4. Review the list of presidential roles you created in item 1. Provide at least one example in which one or more of these roles could be at odds with one or more of his or her other roles. What are the implications of this?

Answer: The president’s role as political party leader could conflict with many other roles because the president is not only obligated to serve the people but to also represent and lead the party, and sometimes president’s party doesn’t have the people’s best interests in mind.
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