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&Practice
Evaluating Power
Answer the following questions about power and government. 

(4 points)

1. Create a definition of power that describes the power that national governments have.

Answer: Governments have the power to do whatever they please as long as their actions don’t incite the citizenry towards revolution.
(4 points)

2. Consider each of the situations below. Decide if each one is a legitimate or illegitimate use of power, and explain each of your decisions.

A government that is elected by the people raises taxes. 
It’s legitimate because the people elected the government to administer to the governing duties and if the people don’t like the new taxes then they can elect some new government officials who will fix the taxes.

A government court sentences someone to death.


It’s legitimate if the elected representatives passed a law legalizing the death penalty beforehand.

An assassin kills an elected leader.


This is illegitimate use of power unless the assassin was duly selected to be the official executive assassin and received a petition signed by a large number of people clamoring for the death of the elected leader in question and if a two-thirds majority in congress approved the decision.
A group of military officers takes over the government of a country.


This is an illegitimate use of power unless a majority vote from the people approved of the coup de tat beforehand.

(4 points)

3. Make a list of two people and two institutions that have power over you. Explain why you think each has this power.

Answer: 
The people with power:
Supreme Court judges

The judges on the Supreme Court have power over me because the decisions they make are enforced by the full force and power of the government. So refusal to comply with their decisions results in fines, imprisonment, or death.
Your average rich guy

Rich people have power because apparently the money they have can be exchanged for pure power at the same places where dollars can be exchanged for pounds or pesos or whatever.
The institutions of power:


The Police

The cops have power because they can arrest people.

Corporations


Corporations have power for the same reason rich people have power.

(4 points)

4. National governments have more power than any other human institution in the world. Why do you think this is the case?

Answer: National governments have so much power because the people allow them to have the power. Imagine if one day everyone in the country got up and decided to overthrow the government - nobody would be able to stop them. All governments are at the mercy of their citizens. It’s actually very fortunate for them that most people don’t base their actions on the welfare of humanity and would rather not make the sacrifices necessary to retain or acquire their liberty. 
(14 points)

5. Which theory of power do you find most convincing? Write a paragraph explaining why you think it does the best job of describing power. Use examples from your reading and observations to support your position.

Answer: From the political theorists presented I agree most with C. Wright Mills. Even though the public could easily crush the elite hierarchy the elites wield the most power because ordinary people don’t function in a collective manner. 
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