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Unit Test
Constitutional Underpinnings

(10 points)

1. How did the Enlightenment and American Revolution change the way people viewed their relationship to their rulers?
Answer: The Enlightenment encouraged thought and reason. Before the Enlightenment, there was very little discussion amongst the people on the nature of power. The majority of people did not question their ruler’s right to rule. During the Enlightenment there developed the idea of ‘the social contract’: The idea that people surrendered some of their autonomy in exchange for protection and organization; and that if the government did not respect the natural rights of its citizens then the people would be absolutely justified in overthrowing the government. The American Revolution put these ideas into practice, thus proving to the world that freedom from tyranny was indeed possible. 
(10 points)

2. What were the two main compromises of the Constitutional Convention and how did they affect the government?
Answer: During the constitutional convention the Framers disagreed on how the states would be represented- the representatives from large states wanted the number of representatives dependent on population, while the small states wanted the number to be equal with each state regardless of size. The disagreement was resolved with the Great compromise, which established a bicameral congress that appeased everybody. Afterwards there was debate over how the slave states would be represented, because if the slaves were counted in the population it would mean more representatives for the slave states. This disagreement was resolved with 3/5 compromise, where only 3/5 of the slaves would be counted in the total population.
(5 points)

3. What is the purpose of the Preamble?
Answer: The purpose of the preamble was to outline the basic duties and obligations of the new government.
(10 points)

4. What is a federal system of government and why did the Framers choose to design a federal system of government for the United States?
Answer: A federal system of government is a system of government that has power spread equally between the central government and smaller, ancillary governments.

The Framers decided to establish a federal system of government because they just had broken away from a nation with a strong centralized government and were aware of the dangers of such a government. Conversely, Before the Constitution was written the country had to operate under the Articles of Confederation, which established a weak central government, and the Framers discovered firsthand the shortcomings inherent in that sort of government too: This led them to pursue an equal distribution of power between the central and state governments.
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