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Unit Test
Principles of Government

(10 points)

1. Government has been defined as “the institution created by a society to create and enforce public policies”. It has also been defined as “a group of people who have the power to make and enforce laws.” Which definitions better expresses what your understanding of government is? Explain your choice. If you find both definitions inadequate, write your own, and explain it.
Answer: The two definitions do not seem all that mutually exclusive. Government is a group of people selected from a society, by a society, who all possess the power to create and enforce public policies. It is the people’s responsibility to ensure their governments represent them: I believe in the social contract, where governments must appease their people if they are to maintain their power.
(10 points)

2. List five purposes of government. Provide an example of government either real or fictional, fulfilling each.
Answer:


1-
A government has to protect its citizens from foreign enemies
Example: Way back at the start of World War II, France was invaded by the Nazis and surrendered almost immediately. Even though the government failed to protect the citizenry, at least they tried. It’s the thought that counts!

2-
A government must, by wielding varying degrees of control over the means of production and regulating prices, ensure that the nation’s economy not be subject to catastrophic change


Example: In World War II, FDR exercised some governmental control over food prices and stuff. 

3-
A government must maintain order and domestic tranquility among the populace
Example: The Cops arrest evildoers and suspicious looking people all the time. This is done to promote peace and order.

4-
A government must settle conflicts in a timely and satisfactory manner
Example: Conflict settling is the job of the judges. A good example would be Judge Judy, because she makes a ruling in fifteen minutes or less.
5-
A government must ensure that its citizenry not die or entertain revolutionary thoughts because of the inadequate availability of public services

Example: In the declining days of the Roman Empire, the government would hold regular feasts and entertainment gatherings. This was done to distract the average Roman citizen from contemplating how much the government sucked.

(5 points)

3. What is power? Why is understanding power essential to understanding government?
Answer: Power in the political sense is the ability to order people around and to have them actually obey- Inspiring obedience is the most important part of this equation. Power comes in various flavors: some leaders garner power through confidence and charisma, while others compel others to obey by threats and blackmail and various other underhanded ploys. 

Understanding power is essential to understanding government because governments are the most definitive wielders of power- The possession of power is the defining characteristic of all governments. Without power, governments would be like exclusive clubs where the elected officials all gather in a certain location to not get paid. 
(10 points)

4. Write a paragraph that compares and contrasts two types of government. Choose two types that both fall under the same category of government classification (i.e., by who has the power, by how much power the government has, by where the power is located, or by how the power is divided between branches).
Answer: The two most similar governments I can think of is the parliamentary style governments like the United Kingdom and U.S. style governments because parliament governments have a large body of representatives like the U.S. congress. The main difference is that power in a parliament government is more concentrated in the representational body than it is here, where the power is more evenly distributed between the branches. 
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